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Montclair Public Schools 
CCSS CSJ English 11 High Honors Unit: Marshall A.b 

Subject Social Justice 
Literature  
High Honors 

Grade 11 Unit # 1 Pacing 10 weeks 

Unit The Immigrant Experience and African American Migration 
Overview 
The Immigration/Migration Unit immerses students in the experiences of immigrants and migrants from the turn of the century to the 
present.  Students will look closely at the differences and similarities within the diverse peoples who have immigrated to the United States.  
Issues examined range from reasons for emigration to difficulties experiences within this new culture. Close examination of ethnic, racial, 
socio-economic, gender, and age differences provide the background for a new perspective on social diversity and social justice in the United 
States.  Students study, evaluate, and practice various literary perspectives as they examine texts. 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority are Bold Reading 
Standards: Literary Text (Priority or Top Level 

Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.2 
 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas 
of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact 
and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 

 

1.  
 
2. 
 
3. 

 

• Analyze the interrelationship and 
development of multiple themes 
in text. 

• Explain how themes or central 
ideas build on each other and add 
complexity 

• Summarize text objectively 
 

 

 
 

3 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.4 
 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other 
authors.) 

 
 

 
 

4. 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 

 

• Analyze the impact of author’s 
word choice and use of literary 
devices on the development of 
tone and meaning of text. 

• Examine the multiple 
interpretations possible through 
exploring word 
connotation/denotation. 

• Evaluate author choices in 
language and figurative devices for 
artistic merit. 

 

 
 
 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/4/�
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Standard # Reading Standards: Informational Text 
(Priority or Top Level Transfer Standards in 

Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.1 
 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

 

7. 
 
8. 
 
9. 
 

• Evaluate relevancy, accuracy, and 
completeness of author’s 
argument 

• Identify evidence to support 
analysis of text 

• Explain where text leaves 
matters/topics uncertain. 

 

 
 

4 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.2 
 

Determine two or more central ideas of a text 
and analyze their development over the course 
of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to provide a complex analysis; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

10. 
 
11. 
 
12. 
 
13. 

 

• Distinguish two or more central 
themes in text. 

• Illustrate how multiple themes 
may be interrelated. 

• Explain development of themes 
within text. 

• Compose a objective summary of 
text. 

 

 
 
 

4 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.6 
 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose 
in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and content 
contribute to the power, persuasiveness or 
beauty of the text.  

 

14. 
 
15. 
 
 
16. 

 

• Evaluate rhetorical devices and 
their effect on tone and 
argumentation. 

• Identify rhetorical strategies used 
and explain the use of reason in 
argumentation. 

• Deconstruct and interpret how 
rhetorical and stylistic choices 
contribute to a texts power.  

 

 
 
 

4 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

17. 
 

• Write text that informs/explains 
complex ideas and concepts. 

 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/�
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 information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 

 

18. 
 
19. 

• Compose with clarity, 
organization, and analysis. 

• Investigate concepts through the 
use of appropriate selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
concepts. 

 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2a 
 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, 
concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to 
create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 

20. 
 
21. 
 
22. 
 
23. 

 

• Create an introduction than 
engages reader. 

• Structure an organizational 
pattern that builds on previous 
ideas. 

• Design unity in writing carrying out 
position/argument throughout 
piece. 

• Use MLA format, and seamlessly 
include headings, graphics, and 
other aids to comprehension. 

 

 
 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2b 
 

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the 
most significant and relevant facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the 
audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

24, • Select significant and relevant 
facts, definitions, details, quotes, 
and other information. 
 

 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.9 
 

Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

 

25. 
 
26. 
 

• Synthesize evidence from literary 
text that supports analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

• Synthesize informational text to 
support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

 
 
 

4 

Standard # Speaking & Listening Standards (Priority or 
Top Level Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Outcomes Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.1 

 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 

27. • Participate in collaborative 
discussion on topics, texts, and 
issues- by building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly 

 
3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/�


4: 2013-
2014 

 

 

ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

 

and persuasively. 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.1a 

 

Come to discussions prepared, having read and 
researched material under study; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring to evidence from 
texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. 

28. 
 
 
29. 
 
30. 

 

• Demonstrate preparedness by 
referring to evidence from topic or 
text in class discussion. 

• Use annotations of text or 
notes/journals as evidence of 
thinking. 

• Use thoughts to stir and promote 
thoughtful discussion. 

 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.1b 
 

Work with peers to promote civil, democratic 
discussions and decision-making, set clear goals 
and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 

31. 
 

• Participate in discussion that 
rephrases previous opinions and 
perspectives to delineate points 
clearly and encourage a democratic 
exchange. 
 

 
 

2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.1c 
 

Propel conversations by posing and responding to 
questions that probe reasoning and evidence; 
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

 

32. 
 
33. 
 
34. 
 

• Extend conversation and dialogue 
through questions that probe 
reason and evidence. 

• Listen for the full range of positions 
on topic. 

• Evaluate conflicting viewpoints and 
promoting divergent perspectives. 

  

 
 

4 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.1d 
 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; 
synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions 
when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

 

35. 
 

• Discuss and determine information 
to deepen discussion and broaden 
topic. 

 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.2 
 

Integrate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make 

36. • Integrate and evaluate information 
from a variety of sources.  

 
3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/2/�
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informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the 
data. 

 

 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.4 
 

Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives 
are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of 
formal and informal tasks. 

 

37. 
 

• Present information using a clear 
line of reasoning, evidence and 
findings, allowing for opposing 
perspectives to be address either 
formally or informally. 
 

 
2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.6 
 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating a command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 

 

38. • Decide on appropriate speech style 
for given situation and adapts to 
the use of formal English when 
appropriate. 

 
 

 
3 

Standard # Language Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Outcomes Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.3 
 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening. 

 

39. 
 
 
40. 
 

• Analyze and examine the 
meaning of words to determine 
the most effective choices for 
communication.  

• Analyze and examine the 
meaning of words to determine 
the most effective choices for 
comprehension. 

 
 

 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in 

41. • Interpret the use of figurative 
language, word relationships, and 

 
3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/�
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 word meanings. 

 

nuances in word meanings. 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.5a 
 

Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,hyperbole, 
paradox) in context and analyze their role in text. 

 

42. • Analyze figurative language within 
context. 

 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.5b 
 

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with 
similar denotations. 

 

43. • Analyze nuances in meaning of 
words with similar denotations. 

 

 
3 

Big Ideas: Marshall A.c 
• Poetry appeals to the mind and the emotions.   
• Poetry lends itself to a variety of interpretations, supported by textual evidence.  
• Poetry differs from other writing through sound, structure, and depth. 
• Culture influences how a person thinks, acts, and lives. 
• Close reading deepens understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. 
• Recognizing that everything is an argument, is central to self actualization in a discursive world. 
• The structure of a text affects the meaning.                                    
• Authors make specific decisions in their writing, based on audience, purpose, and intent. 
• Literature can be read through many critical lenses. 
 

Essential Questions: Marshall A.c, C.c 
• How do structural decisions of an argument influence text?                              
• What are critical lenses? 
• How can  cultural  experiences  shape,   impact,  or  influence  our  perception  of   the  world? 
• How do  writers  and  directors  use   specific  techniques  to  achieve  a   desired  effect? 

 
Assessments: Marshall A.d, D.c 

•  Quizzes using context, multiple-choice questions, writing sentences and definitions.  
• Reading checks and quizzes, small and class discussion; completion of worksheets on specific topics. 
• Comprehensive test 
• Individual and Group presentations  
• Analytical essays 
• Response journals 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/b/�


7: 2013-
2014 

 

 

• Common Benchmark as per district schedule. 
• Reading strategies for poems. 
• Poetry Writing and Performance-Poetry Cafe 
• Journal Writing-both on literature and other topics 
• Literature discussion-various 
• Character analysis –(verbal and in groups) 
• Persuasive writing 
• Analysis of literary devices-metaphor, simile etc. 
• Think-pair-share 
• Reading for Hot Spots 
• Silent discussions 
• Writing Conferences 
• HSPA style practice tests 
• Quizzes, Test, short reflective and Analytical Papers, 
 

Key Vocabulary 
modes of discourse                                                                    rhetorical                                                                 grammatical            
poetical                                                                                        figurative                                                                   literal            
Persuasive appeals                                                                     Protest                                                                       Identity 
Literary Theory                                                                           Formalists Theory                                                   Biographical Theory 

              Biographical Theory                                                                   Psychological Theory                                              Marxist  Theory 
Suggested Resources (These are recommended; you may select others as long as they are aligned to the standards and Lexile 
levels in this unit of study.) 
Poetry 
“Ellis Island“ by Joseph Bruchac Lexile Score 1480 
“The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus  Lexile Score 1120 
“Immigrants” by Pat Mora 
“Elena” by Pat Mora 
Taken from Borders by Pat Mora Lexile Score 1550 
Non –Fiction 
“Vision of Black Beauty Shaded by Colorism” by Bertice Berry 
“Ebonics-Language or Dialect? The Debate Continues” by Karen Adams 
Both taken from Understanding Zora Neale’s Hurston’s Their Eyes were Watching God  By Neal A. Lester Lexile score 1400 
“The Migration of the Talented Tenth” by  Carter G. Woodson Lexile Score 1770 
“Criteria of Negro Art” by WEB Du bois  Lexile Score 1330 
“The Negro Art Hokum” by George Schuyler  Lexile  1290 
“The Border” by Pat Mora 
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“Island Images : the Dominican Republic” by Pat Mora 
Taken from Nepantla by Pat Mora Lexile Score 122 
“Stephen Crane’s Maggie and American Naturalism” by Donald Pizer Lexile score 1240 
“Critical Strategies for Reading and Writing” by Michael Meyer  taken from Thinking and Writing about Literature Chapter 6 Lexile score 1550 
Novel 
Their Eyes Where Watching God by Zora Neale Hurstons Lexile score 1080 
Maggie a Girl of the Streets by Stephen Crane: Norton Critical Edition Lexile score  1240 

• CCSS Framework Appendix A: Grade Level Text Complexity (p.5)  
• CCSS Framework Appendix B: Text Exemplars and Sample Performance Tasks 
• CCSS Framework Appendix C: Writing Exemplars 

DIFFERENTIATION 
Special Education ELL RtI 

• Modifications & accommodations as listed in 
the student’s IEP 

• Assign a peer to help keep student on task 
• Modified or reduced assignments 
• Reduce length of assignment for different 

mode of delivery 
• Increase one to one time 
• Working contract between you and student at 

risk 
• Prioritize tasks 
• Think in concrete terms and provide hands on 

tasks 
• Position student near helping peer or have 

quick access to teacher 
• Anticipate where needs will be 
• Break tests down in smaller increments 
• NJDOE resources 

• Strategy groups 
• Teacher conferences 
• Graphic organizers 
• Modification plan 
• NJDOE resources 
• Adapt a Strategy-Adjusting strategies for ESL 

students: 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/a
daptstrat.cfm 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 
• RtI Intervention Bank 
• NJDOE resources 
• Differentiated instruction provided by 

teacher(s) and based upon recommendation 
of I&RS Committee and  
 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 
The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://njamistadcurriculum.net/ 
Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  
  

http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
https://drive.google.com/a/mpsdnj.us/file/d/0B0CIp0Y5Z4m-UmVwdjB1bS1DYWM/view?usp=sharing�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://njamistadcurriculum.net/�
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ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  
21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 
Global Awareness 
Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
Civic Literacy 
Health Literacy 
Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 
Communication & Collaboration 
Media Literacy 
Information Literacy 
Information, Communication & Technology 
Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 
College and Career 
Readiness Anchor 

Standards 
 
CCRA. W.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing 
and to interact and 
collaborate with others 
 
CCRAW.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
print and digital sources, 
assesses the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and 
integrates the information 
while avoiding plagiarism.  
. 
CCRA.SL.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media and 
visual displays of data to 
express information and 
enhance understanding of 
presentations. 
 
 

Reading 
 
 
RI.11-12.7 Integrate and 
evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in 
different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 
 
 
 

Writing 
 

 
W.11-12.6 Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or information 
 
W.11-12.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into 
the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one 
source and following a 
standard format for citation.  

Speaking/ Listening and 
Language 

 
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations 
to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add 
interest.  
 
L.11-12.4c Consult general 
and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part 
of speech, its etymology, or 
its standard usage. 

Other 
 
Interactive White Board  
Applications 
Digital Texts 
Audio Texts 
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Evidence of Student Learning 
• Common benchmarks  
• Evaluation rubrics 
• Self-reflections 
• Self- assessments 
• Teacher-student conferences 
• Running records 
• Students’ published pieces 
• Unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Journals 
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Montclair Public Schools 
CCSS CSJ English 11 High Honors Unit: Marshall A.b 

Subject Social Justice 
Literature High 
Honors 

Grade 11 Unit # 2 Pacing 8-10 weeks 

Unit Labor,Class, and the American Dream 
Overview 
The Unit on Labor, Class, and the American Dreams begins with an analysis of the American class system.  Literature then 
 becomes the tool with which students examine money, work, and education in relation to self-esteem, social status, and  
power.  Students consider both characters that find satisfying, meaningful, and valuable work, and those who are struggling  
for a living wage.  As students explore these different perspectives, they will look for issues of social identity, diversity, and 
 social justice. 
 
Lexile Band 900- 1900 
 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority are Bold Reading 
Standards: Literary Text (Priority or Top Level 

Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

 
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.3 
 

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding 
how to develop and relate elements of a story or 
drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is 
ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

 

1.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Analyze and interpret the author’s use 

of literary elements in the 
development of text. 

 

 
3 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.9 

 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- 
and early-twentieth-century foundational works of 
American literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2. 

• Examine how two or more works from 
a similar period treat similar themes. 
 

 
2 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/9/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/9/�
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Standard # Reading Standards: Informational Text 

(Priority or Top Level Transfer Standards in 
Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.7 
 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or 
poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or 
recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by 
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.) 

 
3. 
 
4. 

 
• Compare and contrast interpretations 

of the same work/theme.  
• Evaluate varied interpretations  

 

 
2 
 

2 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.8 
 

Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. 
texts, including the application of constitutional 
principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. 
Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the 
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public 
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses). 

 

 
 
5. 

 
 

• Analyze and explain the use of 
reason/logic in influential U.S. works. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.9 

 

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- 
and early-twentieth-century foundational works of 
American literature, including how two or more texts 
from the same period treat similar themes or topics. 

 
6. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Examine how two or more works from 

a similar period treat similar themes. 
 
 

 
2 
 
 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.1  
 

 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

 

  
 
7. 

 
 

• Develop an argument supported by 
claims using reason and evidence 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/8/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/8/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/9/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/9/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/�
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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.1a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish 
the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

8. 
 
 
9. 

• Propose claims and distinguish from 
opposing claims.   

 
• Construct a logical sequence to claims, 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
in support of argument.  

 

3 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.1b 
 

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for 
each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

 

10. • Build claims and counterclaims 
appraising strengths and weaknesses. 
 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.1c 
 

Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, 
and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 

 
11. 

 
• Organize content to develop topic in a 

unified clearly written piece. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 
 

 
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.1d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

 
12. 

 
• Choose formal style and objective tone 

in writing. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/�
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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2a 
 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, 
and information so that each new element builds on 
that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 

 
13. 

 
• Decide on what organization pattern 

is most effective for creating a unified 
whole.  
 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most 
significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of 
the topic. 

 

 
14. 

 
• Expand on a topic by selecting most 

relevant information and considering 
audience.  
 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2e 
 

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing. 

 

15. 
 
16. 

• Introduce a strong formal style and 
tone. 

• Maintain the standards and format 
appropriate for text. 
 

2 
 

2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.5 
 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 

 

 
17. 
 
18. 
 
 
19. 

 
• Use revision and editing strategies to 

focus. 
• Revise for strength in their position 

using stronger vocabulary, 
organization, and rhetoric 

• Revise with a new approach gleaned 
from process. 
 

 
         3 

 
3 
 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.6 
 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including 
new arguments or information. 

 
20. 

 
• Produce writing using technology to 

strategically refine writing, and to 
participate in peer review and 
feedback. 
 

 
3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/e/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/e/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/�
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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

 

 
21. 
 
 
 
22. 

 
• Investigate a problem/topic/ question 

by evaluating and synthesizing through 
research various sources to broaden 
understanding of topic. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of 
topic investigated. 
 

 
 

3 
 
 

3 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.8 
 

Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

 

23. 
 
 
24. 
 
25. 
 

• Investigate a problem/topic/ question 
through using various sources. 

• Evaluate strengths and limitations of 
resources toward furthering 
arguments. 

• Integrate appropriate resources based 
on task, purpose, and audience.  
 
 

3 
 
 

3 
 

3 
 
 

 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.10 
 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes 

 

 
26. 

 
• Write routinely over longer and shorter 

time frames for a range of tasks and 
purposes. 
 
 

 

 
2 

Standard # Speaking & Listening Standards (Priority or 
Top Level Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/7/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/7/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/8/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/8/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/�
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Standard # Language Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.1 
 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 

 
27. 
 
28. 
 
 
29. 

• Compare choices in language usage 
using reliable sources. 

 
• Examine reliable references to make 

appropriate decisions in terms of 
usage. 

• Survey their knowledge of language 
and vocabulary in reading, writing , 
speaking and listening. 

 
 

3 
 
 

3 
 
 

3 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.1b 
 

Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, 
consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

 

 30.  •   Consult references to resolve issues 
of contested usage. 

 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.2a 
 

 

Observe hyphenation conventions. 

 

 
31. 

• Demonstrate use hyphenation 
conventions. 

 

 
2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.2b 
 

Spell correctly. 

 

32. • Spell correctly. 

 

2 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.3a 

Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., 
Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply 
an understanding of syntax to the study of complex 
texts when reading. 

 

33. • Use varying syntax for effect. 

 

2 

Big Ideas: Marshall A.c 
• Class is culture and culture influences how a person thinks, acts, and lives. 
• Individual and cultural values may differ, resulting in conflict. 
• Writing is a multi-stage process. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/a/�
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• Writers rely on a variety of resources to obtain information 
 

Essential Questions: Marshall A.c, C.c 
• Class is culture and culture influences how a person thinks, acts, and lives. 
• Individual and cultural values may differ, resulting in conflict. 
• Writing is a multi-stage process. 
• Writers rely on a variety of resources to obtain information 

 
Assessments: Marshall A.d, D.c 

• Reading checks and quizzes, small and class discussion; completion of worksheets on specific topics. 
• Comprehensive test 
• Individual and group presentations  
• Analytical essays 
• Response journals 
• Reading strategies for poems. 
• Journal Writing-both on literature and other topics 
• Literature discussion-various 
• Character analysis –(verbal and in groups) 
• Persuasive writing 
• Documented Essay 
• Analysis of literary devices-metaphor, simile etc. 
• Think-pair-share 
• Reading for Hot Spots 
• Silent discussions 
• Writing conferences 
• HSPA style practice tests 
• Quizzes, test, short reflective and analytical Papers 
• Common Benchmark as per district schedule. 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 
Thesis statement                      Characterization                Point of View             Setting                       Plot                          Organization 
Deductive /Inductive      Introduction/Conclusion                  MLA                       Theme                      Conflict                      Elaboration 
 
Suggested Resources (These are recommended; you may select others as long as they are aligned to the standards and Lexile 
levels in this unit of study.) 
Poetry 
Jonathan Swift, “A Description of the Morning” NP 
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Judy Grahn, “Ella, in a square apron, along Highway 80” NP 
Jimmy Santiago Baca, “ So Mexicans Are Taking Jobs From Americans” NP 
Julia Alvarez, “Homecoming” NP 
Gwendolyn Brooks, “Bronzeville Woman in a Red Hat” NP 
William Blake, “The Chimney Sweeper” NP 
William Carlos Williams, “The Young Housewife” NP 
          “The Poor” NP 
Countee Cullen, “For a Lady I Know” NP 
Bertolt Brecht, “Song of the Invigorating Effect of Money”NP 
Robert Frost, “Two Tramps in Mud Time” NP 
Langston Hughes, “Ballad of the Landlord” NP 
Mafika Mbuli, “The Miners” NP 
Marge Piercy, “To Be of Use” NP 
  “Market Economy” NP 
Susan Griffin, “This Is the Story of the Day in the Life of a Woman Trying” NP 
Mary Fell, “The Triangle Fire” NP 
Bruce Springsteen, Song: “My Hometown” NP 
Maggie Anderson, “ Mining Camp Residents West Virginia, July 1935” NP 
 
Non –Fiction 
Meridel Le Sueur, “Women on the Breadline”  Lexile 900 
Richard Wright, “The Man Who Went to Chicago”  Lexile 950 
Dorothy Allison, “A Question of Class Lexile “900 
Donna Langston, “Tired of Playing Monopoly?” Lexile 920 
Glenn Omatsu, “Racism or Solidarity?” Lexile 1610 
Aristotle,  “Poetics” Lexile 1410 
Thomas Friedman, “The Untouchables: The New Middle”, The World is Flat  Lexile Score 1900 
 
Short Fiction 
Tillie Olson, “I Stand Here Ironing” Lexile 1000 
William Faulkner, “Spotted Horses”  Lexile 1130 
Toni Cade Bambara, “The Lesson” 1150  
Alice Walker, “Everyday Use” Lexile 1020 
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DIFFERENTIATION 
Special Education ELL RtI 

• Modifications & accommodations as listed in 
the student’s IEP 

• Assign a peer to help keep student on task 
• Modified or reduced assignments 
• Reduce length of assignment for different 

mode of delivery 
• Increase one to one time 
• Working contract between you and student at 

risk 
• Prioritize tasks 
• Think in concrete terms and provide hands on 

tasks 
• Position student near helping peer or have 

quick access to teacher 
• Anticipate where needs will be 
• Break tests down in smaller increments 
• NJDOE resources 

• Strategy groups 
• Teacher conferences 
• Graphic organizers 
• Modification plan 
• NJDOE resources 
• Adapt a Strategy-Adjusting strategies for ESL 

students: 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/a
daptstrat.cfm 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 
• RtI Intervention Bank 
• NJDOE resources 
• Differentiated instruction provided by 

teacher(s) and based upon recommendation 
of I&RS Committee and  
 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 
The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://njamistadcurriculum.net/ 
Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  
  

Novel 
Upton Sinclair, The Jungle Lexile 1170 
 
Drama 
Lorraine Hansberry, Raisin in the Sun NP 
Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman NP 
 
www.lexile.com 
 

• CCSS Framework Appendix B: Text Exemplars and Sample Performance Tasks 
• CCSS Framework Appendix C: Writing Exemplars 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
https://drive.google.com/a/mpsdnj.us/file/d/0B0CIp0Y5Z4m-UmVwdjB1bS1DYWM/view?usp=sharing�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://njamistadcurriculum.net/�
http://www.lexile.com/�
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ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  
21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 
Global Awareness 
Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
Civic Literacy 
Health Literacy 
Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 
Communication & Collaboration 
Media Literacy 
Information Literacy 
Information, Communication & Technology 
Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 
College and Career 
Readiness Anchor 

Standards 
 
CCRA. W.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing 
and to interact and 
collaborate with others 
 
CCRAW.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
print and digital sources, 
assesses the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and 
integrates the information 
while avoiding plagiarism.  
. 
CCRA.SL.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media and 
visual displays of data to 
express information and 
enhance understanding of 
presentations. 
 
 

Reading 
 
 
RI.11-12.7 Integrate and 
evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in 
different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 
 
 
 

Writing 
 

 
W.11-12.6 Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or information 
 
W.11-12.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into 
the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one 
source and following a 
standard format for citation.  

Speaking/ Listening and 
Language 

 
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations 
to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add 
interest.  
 
L.11-12.4c Consult general 
and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part 
of speech, its etymology, or 
its standard usage. 

Other 
 
Interactive White Board  
Applications 
Digital Texts 
Audio Texts 
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Evidence of Student Learning 
• Common benchmarks  
• Evaluation rubrics 
• Self-reflections 
• Self- assessments 
• Teacher-student conferences 
• Running records 
• Students’ published pieces 
• Unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Journals 
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Montclair Public Schools 
CCSS CSJ English 11 High Honors Unit: Marshall A.b 

Subject Social Justice 
Literature High 
Honors 

Grade 11 Unit # 3 Pacing 8-10 weeks 

Unit War, Anti- Semitism, and the Holocaust 
Overview 
The War, Anti-Semitism, and the Holocaust Unit gives students insight into the psychological, political, social, and emotional 
 effects of war.  Students will look at a variety of fiction and non-fiction pieces dealing with conflicts from different time periods  
and from different geographical regions with a special concentration in WWII. By applying the lenses of gender, class, religion and 
ethnicity, students will analyze and evaluate the social significance of each piece. 
 
Lexile Band 900-1530L 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority are Bold Reading 
Standards: Literary Text (Priority or Top Level 

Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

 
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.1 
 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

 
1.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Identify evidence to support analysis 

of text  
 

 
3 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of 
where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. 
 
3. 
 

 
• Examine parts of texts and identify 

meaning of structure. 
• Find evidence to support conclusions. 

 

 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/9/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/9/�
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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.6 

 

 

 

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view 
requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text 
from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, 
or understatement).  

 

4. • Determine how point of view can 
establish tone and meaning in a text. ( 
e.g. , satire, irony, sarcasm, or 
understatement. 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.7 
 

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or 
poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or 
recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each 
version interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American 
dramatist.) 

5. 
 
6. 

• Compare and contrast interpretations 
of the same work/theme.  

• Evaluate varied interpretations  
 

3 

Standard # Reading Standards: Informational Text 
(Priority or Top Level Transfer Standards in 

Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.4 
 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses 
and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over 
the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

 
7. 
 
 

 
• Explain the use of words and phrases 

as informed by context. 
 

 
2 
 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.3 
 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events 
and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events 
interact and develop over the course of the text. 

 

8. 
 
9. 

• Examine a complex set of ideas, or 
sequence of events. 

• Construct an understanding how these 
individuals, ideas, or events interact 
and develop. 

 

3 
 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.5 
 

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

10. • Determine the effectiveness of 
structure and argumentation using 
evidence from text. 

 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/5/�
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Standard # Writing Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.2d 
 
 
 

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, 
and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy 
to manage the complexity of the topic. 

 

11. 
 
 

• Use precise language and figurative 
devices to express complexity 
 
 

3 
 
 

Standard # Speaking & Listening Standards (Priority or 
Top Level Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.1d 
 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; 
synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on 
all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the investigation or 
complete the task. 

 

12. • Discuss and determine information to 
deepen discussion and broaden topic 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.2 
 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility 
and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data. 

 

13. • Integrate and evaluate information 
from a variety of sources.  

 

3 

 
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating a command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

 

14. 
 
 

15. 
 
 

16. 

• Decide on appropriate speech style for 
given situation. 
 

•  Adapts to the use of formal English 
when appropriate. 
 

• Use organization structure in speech 
making. 

 
 
 
 

3 
 

3 
 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/6/�
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Standard # Language Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.1a 
 

Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of 
convention, can change over time, and is sometimes 
contested 

 
17. 
 
 

• Examine reliable references to make 
appropriate decisions in terms of 
usage. 

 
 

2 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.4 
 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 
11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

 

  18. • Select through the use of appropriate 
strategies the connotative and 
denotative meanings of words. 
 
 

 
2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.4c 
 

Consult general and specialized reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 
and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 
speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

 

19. 
 

• Use reference materials to clarify 
word meanings, part of speech, 
etymology, pronunciation, and usage. 
 

 
2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.4d 
 

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of 
a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

20. • Confirm inferred meaning using 
context or dictionary. 

 

 
2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 

21. • Relate the understanding of domain 
specific words and phrases.  

• Demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge. 

 

2 
 

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/6/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/6/�
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Big Ideas: Marshall A.c 
• The Holocaust was watershed event, not only in the twentieth century but also in the entire history of humanity. 
• The Holocaust provides a context for exploring the dangers of remaining silent, apathetic, and indifferent in the face of other’s oppression. 
• Many elements of the classical tragedy endure. 
• Media has its’ own form and conventions and are used to construct meaning in a particular way. 

 
Essential Questions: Marshall A.c, C.c 

• How was it possible for a modern society to carry out the systematic murder of a people for no reason other than they were Jews?                              
• What makes some people resist and some obey? 
• What are the features of an effective Drama? 
• How do media production elements shape a message/theme? 

 
Assessments: Marshall A.d, D.c 

• Teacher based assessments, quizzes using context, multiple-choice questions, writing sentences and definitions.  
• Reading checks and quizzes, small and class discussion; completion of worksheets on specific topics. 
• Comprehensive test 
• Individual and group presentations  
• Analytical essays 
• Response journals 
• Reading strategies for poems. 
• Journal writing-both on literature and other topics 
• Literature discussion-various 
• Character analysis –(verbal and in groups) 
• Persuasive writing 
• Analysis of literary devices-metaphor, simile etc. 
• Think-pair-share 
• Reading for Hot Spots 
• Silent discussions 
• Writing conferences 
• HSPA style practice tests 
• Quizzes, test, short reflective and analytical papers 
• Common Benchmark as per district schedule 

Key Vocabulary 
Tragedy                                                                                         Hero                                                                          Harmatia         
Anagnorisis                                                                                  peripeteia                                                              Chorus            
Foil                                                                                                Catharsis                                                                   Hubris 
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Pathos                                                                                          Aside                                                                          Soliloquy  
              Fourth Wall                                                                                 Pun                                                                             Irony 
Suggested Resources (These are recommended; you may select others as long as they are aligned to the standards and Lexile 
levels in this unit of study.) 
Poems 
“Dulce Et Decorum Est”-Wilfred Owen NP 
 “They Had a System”-Yala Korwin NP 
“The Hangman”-Maurice Ogden NP 
Short Stories 
“The Shawl”-Cynthia Ozick-Lexile 950L 
“This Way for the Gas Ladies and Gentleman”- Tadeusz Borowski Lexile 1360L 
“We Were Jehovah Witnesses”-Ina Friedman  Lexile 900L 
Non-Fiction 
“Tragedy and the Common Man” –Arthur Miller Lexile 1500L 
 “Man is a Product of His Environment”-B.F. Skinner- Lexile 1140L- 
“Man is Rational”-John Locke-Lexile 1530L 
“Man is Evil and Warlike”-Thomas Hobbes-Lexile 1470L 
“The Prince”-Niccolo Machiavelli-Lexile -1450L 
“Man’s Search for Meaning”-Viktor Frankl Lexile 1300L 
“Poetics” – Aristotle Lexile 1410 
Drama 
“All My Sons”-Arthur Miller-NP 
“Merchant of Venice”-William Shakespeare  Lexile 1380 
Novel 
Johnny Got His Gun-Dalton Trumbo-Lexile 970L 
Films 
Recent films about the Holocaust and anti-Semitism. 
 
www.lexile.com 
 

• CCSS Framework Appendix A: Grade Level Text Complexity (p.5)  
• CCSS Framework Appendix B: Text Exemplars and Sample Performance Tasks 
• CCSS Framework Appendix C: Writing Exemplars 

http://www.lexile.com/�
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DIFFERENTIATION 
Special Education ELL RtI 

• Modifications & accommodations as listed in 
the student’s IEP 

• Assign a peer to help keep student on task 
• Modified or reduced assignments 
• Reduce length of assignment for different 

mode of delivery 
• Increase one to one time 
• Working contract between you and student at 

risk 
• Prioritize tasks 
• Think in concrete terms and provide hands on 

tasks 
• Position student near helping peer or have 

quick access to teacher 
• Anticipate where needs will be 
• Break tests down in smaller increments 
• NJDOE resources 

• Strategy groups 
• Teacher conferences 
• Graphic organizers 
• Modification plan 
• NJDOE resources 
• Adapt a Strategy-Adjusting strategies for ESL 

students: 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/a
daptstrat.cfm 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 
• RtI Intervention Bank 
• NJDOE resources 
• Differentiated instruction provided by 

teacher(s) and based upon recommendation 
of I&RS Committee and  
 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 
The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://njamistadcurriculum.net/ 
Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  

ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  
21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 
Global Awareness 
Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
Civic Literacy 
Health Literacy 
Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 
Communication & Collaboration 
Media Literacy 
Information Literacy 
Information, Communication & Technology 
Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 
College and Career 
Readiness Anchor 

Standards 
 
CCRA. W.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 

Reading 
 
 
RI.11-12.7 Integrate and 
evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in 

Writing 
 

 
W.11-12.6 Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and 

Speaking/ Listening and 
Language 

 
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, 

Other 
 
Interactive White Board  
Applications 
Digital Texts 
Audio Texts 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
https://drive.google.com/a/mpsdnj.us/file/d/0B0CIp0Y5Z4m-UmVwdjB1bS1DYWM/view?usp=sharing�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://njamistadcurriculum.net/�
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produce and publish writing 
and to interact and 
collaborate with others 
 
CCRAW.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
print and digital sources, 
assesses the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and 
integrates the information 
while avoiding plagiarism.  
. 
CCRA.SL.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media and 
visual displays of data to 
express information and 
enhance understanding of 
presentations. 
 
 

different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 
 
 
 

update individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or information 
 
W.11-12.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into 
the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one 
source and following a 
standard format for citation.  

visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations 
to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add 
interest.  
 
L.11-12.4c Consult general 
and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part 
of speech, its etymology, or 
its standard usage. 

Evidence of Student Learning 
• Common benchmarks  
• Evaluation rubrics 
• Self-reflections 
• Self- assessments 
• Teacher-student conferences 
• Running records 
• Students’ published pieces 
• Unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Journals 
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Montclair Public Schools 
CCSS CSJ English 11  High Honors Unit: Marshall A.b 

Subject Social Justice 
Literature 
High Honors 

Grade 11 Unit # 4 Pacing 8-10 weeks 

Unit  The American Civil Rights Movement and Its’ Influence 
Overview 
The Literature of the Civil Rights Movements complements the history curriculum by adding the emotional ingredient to the 
unit.  Student will begin by reading works of both fiction and nonfiction from the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950’s and they 
will continue to follow African American writers up until the present day.  As the last unit of the Social Justice 11th grade 
curriculum, student will look closely at the injustices that provoked the start of the movement and to follow its continuance and 
growth within the many movements of today. 
 
 Lexile Band 770-1600 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority are Bold Reading 
Standards: Literary Text (Priority or Top Level 

Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.1 
 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

1. 
 
2. 
 

• Assess what is explicitly stated and 
draw inferences text 

• Identify evidence to support analysis of 
text   
 

 

3 
 

3 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.2 
 
 
 
 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a 
text and analyze their development over the course of 
the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to produce a complex account; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Analyze the interrelationship and 
development of multiple themes in 
text. 

 

 
 
 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/1/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/2/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/2/�
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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11-.4 
 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words 
with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as 
well as other authors.) 

 

4. 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 

• Define words and determine meaning 
of phrases using context clues. 

• Identify author’s word choices by 
analyzing denotative/connotative 
meanings and the use of figurative 
devices. 

• Decide on meaning and tone of text, 
based author’s choices. 
 

3 
 

3 
 
 

3 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11.10 

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 

7. 
 
8. 

• Determine level of comprehension for 
grade level text. 

• Apply appropriate strategies to 
increase understanding. 

3 
 
 

3 

Standard # Reading Standards: Informational Text 
(Priority or Top Level Transfer Standards in 

Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.5 
 

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure 
an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 
including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

 

 
9. 
 
 

 
• Determine the effectiveness of 

structure and argumentation using 
evidence from text. 
 

 
 

4 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RI.11.10 
 
 

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end 
of the range. 

 

10. 
 
11. 

• Determine level of comprehension for 
grade level text. 

• Apply appropriate strategies to 
increase understanding. 
 

3 
 

3 
 

Standard # Writing Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.3 
 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

12. • Plan and develop a narrative that 
includes effective techniques, details, 
and structured sequenced events. 
 

 
4 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/4/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/10/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/10/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/10/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/10/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/�
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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.3a 
 

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a 
problem, situation, or observation and its 
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of 
view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

13. 
 

 

• Create a problem, situation, or idea 
within a story and establish its’ 
significance through narrative 
techniques. 
 

3 
 
 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.3c 
 

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so 
that they build on one another to create a coherent 
whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, 
or resolution). 

14. • Build coherence in a story through 
building elements in the service of a 
particular tone or outcome. 
 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.3d 
 

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and 
sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

15. 
 
 
 

• Create vivid images and precise 
details using specific language and 
phrasing. 
 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.3e 
 
 

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on 
what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the 
course of the narrative. 

16. • Develop a conclusion that follows and 
reflects on previous events. 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.9a 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or 
more texts from the same period treat similar themes 
or topics”). 

 

17. • Draw information from literary and 
informational text to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
 

3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11.9b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning 
in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of 
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning 
[e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and 
dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments 
in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, 
presidential addresses]”). 

 

18. • Draw information from literary and 
informational text to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/c/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/d/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/e/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/e/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/a/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/b/�
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Standard # Speaking & Listening Standards (Priority or 
Top Level Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.11.5 
 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

 

19. Apply elements of digital media in 
presentations to enhance 
understanding, evidence and 
reasoning. 

 
2 

Standard # Language Standards (Priority or Top Level 
Transfer Standards in Bold) 

SLO 
# 

Student Learning Objectives Depth of 
Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.4b 

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes 
that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

 

 
20. 

 
• Identify and correctly use patterns of 

word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech. 

 

 
 

2 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.5 
 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

 

21. • Interpret the use of figurative 
language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.5a 
 

Interpret figures of speech (e.g.,hyperbole, paradox) in 
context and analyze their role in text. 

 

22. • Analyze figurative language within 
context. 

 

 
3 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.11.5b 
 

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar 
denotations. 

 

23. • Analyze nuances in meaning of words 
with similar denotations. 

 

 
3 

Big Ideas: Marshall A.c 
 
 

• Writing expands understanding of the world, its people, and oneself. 
• Close reading allows students to analyze social and historical values reflected in the literature.  
• Close reading allows students to gain precision and control in their own writing and analysis. 
• Effective voice engages readers because of passion, authenticity, and commitment to the topic. 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/b/�
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/5/b/�
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Essential Questions: Marshall A.c, C.c 
• What impact does historical, cultural, and social context have on writing and on the reaction of readers? 
• How do external factors affect one’s sense of identity? 
• How does voice function in and beyond the context of writing? 

Assessments: Marshall A.d, D.c 
 

• Teacher based assessments. 
•  Quizzes using context, multiple-choice questions, writing sentences and definitions.  
• Reading checks and quizzes, small and class discussion; completion of worksheets on specific topics. 
• Comprehensive test 
• Individual and group presentations  
• Analytical essays 
• Response journals 
• Reading strategies for poems. 
• Memoir analysis and writing 
• College essay 
• Journal Writing-both on literature and other topics 
• Literature discussion-various 
• Character analysis –(verbal and in groups) 
• Persuasive writing 
• Analysis of literary devices-metaphor, simile etc. 
• Think-pair-share 
• Reading for Hot Spots 
• Silent discussions 
• Writing conferences 
• HSPA style practice tests 
• Quizzes, Test, short reflective and analytical papers  
• Common Benchmark as per district schedule 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 
tone                                    bildungsroman                   anecdote                             allusion                          autobiography                     memoir                        
coherence                          diction                                 didactic                                editorial                         parallelism                            satire 
sarcasm                              autobiographical “I”          voice                                    evidence                        authenticity                          identity 
parody                                paradox                                apostrophe                        contradiction                 analogy                                  anaphora 
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Suggested Resources (These are recommended; you may select others as long as they are aligned to the standards and Lexile 
levels in this unit of study.) 
Autobiography  

The Autobiography of Malcolm X- Lexile 1120 
Poetry 
“Beautiful Black Women…”, “Chain”-Audre Lorde NP 

“We Real Cool”, “The Mother”, “The White Troops Had Their Orders But the Negroes Looked Like Men”-Gwendolyn Brooks 
NP 
“somebody almost walked off wid alla my stuff”, “With No Immediate Cause”-Ntozoke Shange NP 
“Barbie Doll”, “Unlearning Not to Speak”-Marge Piercy NP 
“Cutting the Jewish Brides Hair”-Ruth Whitman NP 
 
Short Stories 
“Like One of the Family”- Alice Childress  Lexile 1360 
“Racititaf”-Toni Morrison-Lexile 770 
 
Non-Fiction, Speeches, and Interviews” 
“Non-Violence vs. Jim Crow” –Bayard Rustin -Lexile 930 
“Give us the Ballot” –Martin Luther King Jr.  -Lexile 1450 
“The Ballot or the Bullet” – Malcolm X- Lexile 1130 
“A Candid Conversation with the Jazz World’s Premier Iconoclast” –Miles Davis- Lexile 1600 
“The Call to Negro America to March on Washington”- A. Phillip Randolph-Lexile 1330 
“On Black Art” –Maulana Ron Karenga- Lexile 910  
“Black Power”-Stokely Carmichael- Lexile 1410 
“Liberation of Our People” –Angela Davis-Lexile 1230 
“Post Modern Blackness” –Bell Hooks- Lexile 1520 
“In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens “- Alice Walker Lexile 1160 
The Fire Next Time- James Baldwin- Lexile -1300 
www.lexile.com 
 

• CCSS Framework Appendix A: Grade Level Text Complexity (p.5)  
• CCSS Framework Appendix B: Text Exemplars and Sample Performance Tasks 
• CCSS Framework Appendix C: Writing Exemplars 

 

http://www.lexile.com/�
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DIFFERENTIATION 
Special Education ELL RtI 

• Modifications & accommodations as listed in 
the student’s IEP 

• Assign a peer to help keep student on task 
• Modified or reduced assignments 
• Reduce length of assignment for different 

mode of delivery 
• Increase one to one time 
• Working contract between you and student at 

risk 
• Prioritize tasks 
• Think in concrete terms and provide hands on 

tasks 
• Position student near helping peer or have 

quick access to teacher 
• Anticipate where needs will be 
• Break tests down in smaller increments 
• NJDOE resources 

• Strategy groups 
• Teacher conferences 
• Graphic organizers 
• Modification plan 
• NJDOE resources 
• Adapt a Strategy-Adjusting strategies for ESL 

students: 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/a
daptstrat.cfm 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 
• RtI Intervention Bank 
• NJDOE resources 
• Differentiated instruction provided by 

teacher(s) and based upon recommendation 
of I&RS Committee and  
 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 
The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://njamistadcurriculum.net/ 
Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  

ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  
21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 
Global Awareness 
Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
Civic Literacy 
Health Literacy 
Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 
Communication & Collaboration 
Media Literacy 
Information Literacy 
Information, Communication & Technology 
Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 
College and Career 
Readiness Anchor 

Standards 
 
CCRA. W.6. Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 

Reading 
 
 
RI.11-12.7 Integrate and 
evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in 

Writing 
 

 
W.11-12.6 Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and 

Speaking/ Listening and 
Language 

 
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, 

Other 
 
Interactive White Board  
Applications 
Digital Texts 
Audio Texts 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
https://drive.google.com/a/mpsdnj.us/file/d/0B0CIp0Y5Z4m-UmVwdjB1bS1DYWM/view?usp=sharing�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/esl/adaptstrat.cfm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/educators/standards/�
http://njamistadcurriculum.net/�
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produce and publish writing 
and to interact and 
collaborate with others 
 
CCRAW.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
print and digital sources, 
assesses the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and 
integrates the information 
while avoiding plagiarism.  
. 
CCRA.SL.5. Make strategic 
use of digital media and 
visual displays of data to 
express information and 
enhance understanding of 
presentations. 
 
 

different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in 
words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 
 
 
 

update individual or shared 
writing products in 
response to ongoing 
feedback, including new 
arguments or information 
 
W.11-12.8. Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into 
the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one 
source and following a 
standard format for citation.  

visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations 
to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add 
interest.  
 
L.11-12.4c Consult general 
and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning, its part 
of speech, its etymology, or 
its standard usage. 

Evidence of Student Learning 
• Common benchmarks  
• Evaluation rubrics 
• Self-reflections 
• Self- assessments 
• Teacher-student conferences 
• Running records 
• Students’ published pieces 
• Unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Journals 
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